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COVID-19 has changed the 
lives of billions of people. 

Education is one of the most 
powerful social and economic 

change agents to help us 
respond to COVID-19.



How do we enable 
billions of people to be 

educators and educated?



With Reliable Internet Access

• Provide free & open access to teaching and 
learning materials– OER: Open Educational 
Resources.
• etextbooks, tutorials, presentations, animations, 

simulations, workshops, and more

• Provide free & open access to effective practices to 
teach and learn (the “know-how”) – OEP: Open 
Educational Practices.
• Descriptions and explanations of how you implemented 

the design, delivery, and assessment of education



www.merlot.org



Finding & Using OER

• MERLOT (www.merlot.org) provides you access to just 
about every free and open teaching resource available.
• 90,000 resources with high level of curation in MERLOT collection

• Over 1 million resources in over 70 other open libraries

• Millions of resources on the web via special Google app

• MERLOT is open to the world community to share their 
materials to the library – the world’s public library catalog.
• All academic disciplines to various degrees 

• Usable in over 70 languages with Google Translator

http://www.merlot.org/


www.skillscommons.org



Finding & Using Workforce OER

• SkillsCommons (www.skillscommons.org) provides free 
and open workforce training materials. 
• 50,000 resources in manufacturing, healthcare, information 

technology, energy & sustainability, facilities and business 
operations, agriculture, construction, oil & gas operations, and 
more

• High level of curation of both instructional materials and program 
support materials

• You can download, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute, and retain 
and can leverage the $1.9 Billion investment by the U.S. 
Department of Labor

• SkillsCommons is open to the world community to share 
their materials to the library.

http://www.skillscommons.org/


Content without Practices 
Goes Nowhere

•How do I move my teaching online?

•How do I teach with free & open etextbooks?

•How do I redesign my teaching & curriculum 
so more students succeed?

Explore our new free and open portal for 
Open Educational Practices





Moving Online

OER Portal you 
can have for 
free to reuse, 
remix, revise, 
redistribute, 
and retain.

Free and Open 
from MERLOT-
SkillsCommons



Moving Online-OEP has been 
adopted & remixed by many 



Strategies for Teaching with OER     
has been adopted & remixed by many

• Explore over 100 open educational practices in ePortfolios



Redesigning Courses–OEP has  
been adopted & remixed by many
• Explore over 700 open educational practices in ePortfolios



Career & Technical Education-OEP  
has been adopted & remixed by many



Where do you find OER & OEP?
www.merlot.org

http://www.merlot.org/


In Conclusion

• Transforming education must occur so billions can 
not only learn to live in their changed ecosystems 
but have more opportunities to thrive.

• Every stage of life for everyone has been changed 
with COVID-19 so education must serve life-long 
needs.  

• Using OEP and OER to empower all to teach and 
learn is a path to scale life-long and life-sustaining 
learning.



Invitation to Action!
• Use OER and OEP to empower people to become 

better educators and educated! 

• We can do better by growing the collections of OER 
and OEP so all have greater access to humanity’s 
knowledge and skills.

• Invite people to share their knowledge, skills, and 
wisdom for the betterment of humanity.
• Use MERLOT and SkillsCommons if it helps but share 

any way that works for others.



Thank you! Stay Well!
OEP Portal

http://teachingcommons
.cdl.edu/eport_portal/in
dex.html

gerry.hanley@csulb.edu

OER Libraries

www.merlot.org

www.skillscommons.org
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