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Free Hosting of Online Courses
Teaching a course online involves delivering digital content to students, typically through a Learning Management System (LMS).  An LMS provides a place to store and display digital content, organize users into courses and give the users roles such teachers, students, etc, deliver messages to users through email and announcements, deliver tests and manage a grade book, and so on.  
There are several LMS products with significant market shares, including Blackboard (www.blackboard.com), Canvas (www.canvaslms.com), Desire2Learn/Brightspace (www.brightspace.com), etc.  
If an instructor does not have access to an LMS through their school, there are free-to-use options.  This document describes how to use CourseSites by Blackboard (www.CourseSites.com) to host a course submitted to SkillsCommons.  Through CourseSites, an instructor can teach up to 5 courses at no charge and invite students to enroll.
The CourseSites website provides plenty of help materials, but here is an overview of the process:
Signing Up
While CourseSites is free, you do need an account. Visit the website and sign up as either an instructor or student:
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CourseSites Create New Instructor Account Form


Creating a Course by Importing a Blackboard Course Export
Once you have an account, you have the option to create a course.  You can build a course from scratch, uploading materials as appropriate.  You can also use materials that you have downloaded from SkillsCommons.  Note that materials in SkillsCommons carry the Creative Commons attribution license, which allows you to reuse the materials.  In some cases, the SkillsCommons submission includes either a Blackboard course export file or an IMS Common Cartridge file.  Either of these files will contain material you can import into your CourseSites course as a head start.
Let’s say you want to teach a course on Audiometry.  There is such a course in SkillsCommons you can use as a base.
https://www.skillscommons.org/handle/taaccct/1888
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SkillsCommons Submission Page for Audiometry Materials

This course has both a Blackboard export format and an IMS Common Cartrige format available.   Since CourseSites is based on Blackboard, the preferred format is the export

In CourseSites, choose to create a course from your Home Page.
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CourseSites Home Page with Create A Course Button

Clicking on the Create A Course Button gives you a wizard to guide you through the process.
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Create Course Form
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Import Package Form
You will want to use the Blackboard export file and then any course ID, name, and description.  Note that when you download the export file from SkillsCommons, your browser may unzip the file.  The file needs to be in zipped format before it can be imported into CourseSites.  If you only see the unzipped form, zip all of the contents into a file for import.
After import, you are prompted to invite students, which you can do right away or later.
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Invite Students Step
The imported course contains the content in the SkillsCommons submission.  You can control the styling, colors, layout, etc. using Blackboard menus.
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Imported Course Content
Creating a Course by Importing an IMS Common Cartridge
The process for creating a course given an IMS Common Cartridge is the same, just upload the imscc file in place of the zip.  An export file from Blackboard will provide a better experience since nothing is stripped out in making the export.  In making the cartridge, some content such as announcements are stripped out and there are some other concessions to a common format.   Still, the content will import and this is a much better start than a blank course.
Create a Course from Scratch
If there is no SkillsCommons export file, create a new CourseSites course and use the Blackboard menus and features to assemble your materials.  No matter the method by which the material is placed into the course, the benefit of a free LMS remains.
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Congratulations! You created your course and are almost finished! Now, it's time to let your
students know about your course! Below are a few ways to get them started.

1. Have them visit your CourseSites Instructor Home Page at:
https://skillscommons.coursesites.com

Have them enroll, request enroliment or login directly from the Course Home Page at:
https: | jwww.coursesites.com /s/_AUD_100

Invite, Enroll, o Create students from within the course.
View Tutorial Download Instructor Guide

‘Not yet ready to get students involved? Proceed to customize your course.

Customize Course
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Unit 1: The Basic Tools

In this unit we will be considering the audiometer, the piece of equipment that is the foundation of much of what you will be doing as a hearing healthcare professional.

Unit 2: The Tools and What to Do With Them

In this unit we will be focusing on the audiometer, its components and its basic function. You are asked to begin to experiment with AudSim so that you can become accustomed to using an audiometer, albeit a
virtual one!

Unit 3: Now That We Know About the Tools, What About Evaluating a Patient?
In U

3 we will learn how to apply proper otoscopy techniques, compose an effective case history, and compose some patient instructions

Unit 4: Air and Bone Conduction Pure Tone Tes!

In this Unit, you will be exposted to the techniques for determining the pure tone thresholds for air conduction and bone conduction audiometry. This unit will also contain the mide term exam.

Unit 5: Speech Audiometry

R N U B

In Unit 5 we will learn the basics of speech audiometry.
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